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Introduction. 

A. One of the most interesting comments in Scripture on the spiritual status of an individual is found in 2 

Chronicles 25:1-2.  The subject of the comment is Amaziah, king of Judah.  On the list of the kings of Judah, 
Amaziah isn’t the best, but he isn’t the worst, either.  Indeed, the next chapter or so of 2 Chronicles describes 

two different incidents when Amaziah obeyed God, even when worldly wisdom would have told him not to.  
And yet, the Chronicler says of Amaziah that he served God, yes, but not with a whole heart. 

B. If we were alive during the days of the Bible, how many of us would God describe in that way?  Obviously, 
everybody here is doing what God wants to some extent; after all, we’re here.  But are we really serving the 

Creator wholeheartedly?  After all, one of the big temptations we face as Christians is the temptation to 
compartmentalize our faith.  Too much of the time, this is our attitude:  We’re willing to come here, we’re 

willing to put our check in the collection plate, but we don’t really want Christianity interfering with the rest of 

our lives.  It’s like one of those children’s toys where the kid is supposed to fit a round block, a square block, a 
triangular block, and so forth, into the appropriate holes in the plastic form.  We’re happy putting the God 

block in the church hole, but we don’t want the God block in any of the other holes.  It doesn’t belong. 
C. The problem with this service with a divided heart is that it doesn’t please God.  We have to come to God on 

His terms, not on our terms, and God isn’t content with His little cubbyhole in our lives right next to all the 
other little cubbyholes for other things.  Serving God needs to inform everything we say and everything we do, 

not just here, but always.  We need to go to our jobs for God, serve our families for God, even relax for God.  
Let’s look this evening, then, at three things we can do to do right with a whole heart. 

 

I. Keep the Law. 
A. The first component of doing right with a whole heart is keeping the law with a whole heart.  We see the 

psalmist’s discussion of this idea in Ps 119:34.  The Scripture isn’t discussing some kind of bored, ritual 
obedience here.  Instead, this is the obedience of the true child of God.  It is the obedience of one who wants 

to do the right thing for the right reason, who is intellectually and emotionally involved in keeping the law of 
God.  Only as we hunger and thirst for righteousness can we obey with a whole heart. 

B. We see one of the main obstacles to keeping the law with a whole heart described in Jeremiah 7:9-10.  This 
quote comes in the midst of a rebuke pronounced by God against the people of Judah.  They put all their trust 

in the mere fact that they have the temple of God in Jerusalem, and they think that the holiness of the temple 

is so great that they don’t have to be holy themselves.  They go out and commit all kinds of abominations, 
then come back to the temple and praise God for the mercy that allows them to continue sinning. 

C. Of course, this is not just a problem that existed 2500 years ago.  We see it everywhere around us today.  
Modern American religion puts such an emphasis on the grace and love of God that it basically absolves the 

believer of responsibility for doing right.  Let me give you an example.  My wife has a co-worker, let’s call him 
Ben.  Ben would call himself a Christian.  He and his girlfriend assemble regularly with a denominational 

church.  The problem is that Ben has been living with his girlfriend for not weeks, not months, but years.  In 
fact, they recently had a baby together, yet nothing that Ben has ever said about it shows any consciousness 

of sin.  There’s not been the slightest indication that anybody at that denominational church has any problem 

with these conspicuous fornicators who are part of their assembly.  It’s all part of this movement that is so 
caught up in loving Jesus and praising Jesus that it doesn’t try to be like Jesus. 

D. Folks, we can fall into the same trap.  It’s easy to wag the finger at the denominations and get puffed up about 
being a member of the church of Christ.  However, if we’re not living like disciples of Christ, we aren’t any 

better off than they are.  Being right with God is not a group thing.  It’s a you and me thing.  God is not going 
to welcome us into heaven simply because we worshiped with a bunch of godly people.  God is paying 

attention to each one of us individually, and each one of us will be individually judged for what we have done. 
E. Clearly, we need to pay attention to obeying the law of God.  However, even this obedience-focused mindset 

has its pitfalls.  Take, for instance, the example of the Pharisees.  The whole Pharisaical movement was begun 

by godly Jews who wanted to make a special commitment to righteousness and keeping the Law.  However, 
over time, that initial commitment changed, until it became what Jesus condemned in Matthew 23:23.  The 

Pharisees got so caught up in the details of the Law that they forgot the big picture of the Law. 
F. It’s quite common for religious people who are around us to accuse us of being Pharisaical.  I don’t think that’s 

true, but like most false accusations, it does have some truth to it.  We actually start out in much the same 
place as the original Pharisees.  I don’t know of any other church that is as committed to studying and obeying 

the law of God as the Lord’s church is, and that’s a good thing to be.  However, we can’t let our righteousness 
get tunnel vision.  It’s absolutely correct to have the position on instrumental music that we do.  It’s absolutely 



correct to have the position on institutionalism that we do.  However, friends, we can’t let our faith become 

about taking a stand on the issues.  True Christianity is about wholeheartedly yielding ourselves to the service 
of Christ in every area, and doctrinal subtleties are only a small part of that.  We need to get the details right, 

but we need to get the broad strokes right too.  We need to keep the whole law, not just part.  
 

II. Seek the Lord. 
A. Another facet, though, of doing right with a whole heart is seeking the Lord.  Once again, this shows up in 

Psalm 119, this time in Psalm 119:10.  This idea is slightly different from the idea of lawkeeping, although it 
involves that.  It provides both help when lawkeeping is not enough and the reason for lawkeeping at all. 

B. We see the first part of this explained in Romans 3:23-24.  For some strange reason, when we quote from this 

context, we tend to like to stop at the end of v. 23 and never move on to the next verse at all.  That causes v. 
23 to take on an ominous tone that Paul did not intend.  This passage is about the solution, not the problem.   

C. If we are honest with ourselves, we will admit that we do not always keep the law.  It may even be true that 
we want to keep the law, but we inevitably fall short.  This is where seeking the Lord comes in.  If all we want 

from God is justice, we don’t need to seek Him.  Justice will come to everyone, whether they want it or not.  
However, God’s mercy is not automatically for everyone.  We have to seek God in order to find it, and, once 

we find that mercy, even though we are not just, we can be justified.   
D. About the only place today where we see the word “justified” in common use is in our word-processing 

programs.  In Microsoft Word, at least, there are four little buttons in my toolbar:  Align Left, Center, Align 

Right, and Justify.  When I click the Justify button, what happens is that the program aligns the text perfectly 
with the margins on both sides, so that it makes a perfect rectangle on the page.  When we are justified by the 

grace of God, a similar process happens to us.  We are aligned perfectly with the standard of God’s law.  Now, 
when God looks at us, He sees perfection too, a perfection that we can only have if we seek it from Him.   

E. Beyond that, though, we also seek the Lord by seeking to understand the Lord.  One of the big complaints that 
I remember from my days in math class was that it was useless information.  The students learned how to do 

something in class, and then never saw it again.  By contrast, true knowledge of God is something that we can 
only gain by experience.  The only way to get God is to imitate the example of God’s Son.   

F. Look at Paul’s thoughts on this in Philippians 3:7-8.  Paul doesn’t describe Himself as coming to know Jesus by 

hearing stories of Jesus or thinking about Jesus.  Instead, Paul knew that if He wanted to know Christ, the way 
to do that would be by leaving behind everything else and imitating Him in absolutely everything.  We do what 

is right, among other things, as a way of understanding God, and as we become more closely conformed to 
the image of Jesus, we also understand Him more.  There’s a saying that you can’t understand a man until you 

walk a mile in his shoes, and we certainly can’t understand Jesus until we try to walk in His shoes.  That’s what 
it means to seek God:  to use our entire lives as a powerful tool for imitating, understanding, and finding Him. 

 
III. Tear Down the Idols. 

A. Finally, though, if we want to do right with a whole heart, we have to tear down the idols.  This takes us back 

to the story of Amaziah with which we began.  We see the way in which he didn’t serve God with a whole 
heart defined in 2 Kings 14:3-4.  It’s not that he was a weak king who didn’t have the power to eradicate 

idolatry.  In fact, one of the first things the Scripture records him as doing was destroying the men who had 
killed his father.  The problem was that he just didn’t care enough about idolatry to invest the effort. 

B. Many Christians have the same problem.  We don’t serve God with a whole heart because we would rather 
keep our hobby idols around instead.  These are the low-level sins that tend to cluster around the edges of our 

lives.  They aren’t devouring us spiritually, but neither are we getting rid of them.  They’re just kind of there.   
C. Friends, if we want to do right with a whole heart, we have got to get rid of our idols.  We can’t go around 

making truces with the sin in our lives.  It’s not like drinking water, where the EPA tolerates some acceptable 

level of pollution.  There is no acceptable level of spiritual pollution.  We can’t just say to ourselves, “That sin 
isn’t a big deal,” because all sin is a big deal.  We have to hate it, and we have to tear it down. 

D. Sadly, the life of Amaziah provides us with the reason why we have to get rid of the idols.  Hobby idols don’t 
stay hobby idols.  Eventually, they take us over instead.  Look what happens to Amaziah in 2 Chronicles 25:14-

15.  With God’s help, Amaziah conquers Edom, but once he does that, he takes the idols of this defeated 
people and starts worshiping them instead of God.  As God points out through his prophet, this doesn’t make a 

whole lot of sense.  After all, those gods didn’t help the Edomites.  Why does Amaziah think they’ll help him? 

E. Folks, none of the idols around us are actually going to help us either.  Think about it.  Of all the sins in the 
world, is there any sin that does not end up being worse for the sinner the more he worships it?  Serial 

adulterers are not happy people.  Drunks are not happy people.  Neither are materialists, liars, gamblers, nor 
the practitioners of any sin we could name.  I had a cousin who was a homosexual who had such a good time 
with that that he ended up killing himself.  The point is that sin is an evil, awful, life-destroying, soul-destroying 
thing.  We don’t need to worship it at any level because it will destroy us too.  We need to worship God only. 

 
Conclusion.  If you’ve been living for sin and not for God, you will end up destroying yourself too.  Repent now. 


